Updated – 22.10.2025

Effective Clinical Commissioning Policies List

The Effective Clinical Commissioning Policies list (ECCP) describes Gloucestershire Integrated Care Board’s (GICB) approach to interventions that have access criteria, or that are not routinely funded by GICB. The ECCP list is supported by the following detailed documents:

· Individual Funding Requests Policy
· Prior Approval and Criteria Based Access Procedure
Interventions covered by the ECCP are split into the following three categories:

· Interventions Not Normally Funded (INNF)

· Criteria Based Access (CBA) 

· Criteria Based Access with Prior Approval (CBA+PA)

All referrers and all providers are responsible for ensuring compliance with GICB policy. 

Interventions Not Normally Funded (INNF)

Treatments identified as INNF are considered low priority and will not be funded by GICB unless clinical exceptionality has been established and agreed through GICB’s Individual Funding Requests (IFR) process. IFR applications should only be made if there is clear evidence that the patient’s clinical circumstances or condition are exceptional.

An IFR application can be made at any point in the patient pathway prior to treatment but should be made at the earliest possible stage in the pathway after the need for an INNF procedure has been identified. This means that IFR approval will usually be sought by the referrer prior to referral but may also be sought by the secondary care clinician following triage or initial assessment in secondary care.

All providers of NHS care have a responsibility for ensuring that INNF procedures are only undertaken where approval has been granted through GICB’s IFR process. Where this is not the case the procedure should not be undertaken. On any occasion where a provider undertakes INNF activity that has not been agreed through GICB’s IFR process, that provider will not be paid for the associated activity. If a provider receives a referral for an INNF procedure that does not include evidence of GICB funding approval the provider may reject that referral, or may submit an IFR request to GICB, but may not undertake the procedure until GICB authorisation has been received. 

Criteria Based Access with Prior Approval (CBA+PA)

Treatments identified as requiring Prior Approval (PA) will not be funded unless the patient meets certain pre-defined and evidence based clinical criteria (CBA), and authorisation has been provided by GICB prior to treatment. Where a patient demonstrably meets the criteria, a PA application with supporting clinical evidence (such as a clinic letter) must be submitted to GICB and confirmation of funding given before the patient proceeds for treatment. Applications for PA should only be made where the reviewing clinician can demonstrate that the patient meets all of the required criteria. If the patient does not meet the criteria for funded treatment, then a request could be made for funding through the IFR process, but only if there is clear evidence that the patient’s clinical circumstances or condition are exceptional.

A PA application can be made at any point in the patient pathway prior to treatment but should be made at the earliest possible stage in the pathway after the need for a PA procedure has been identified. This means that PA will usually be sought by the referrer prior to referral but may also be sought by the secondary care clinician following triage or initial assessment in secondary care.

All providers of NHS care also have a responsibility for ensuring that PA procedures are only undertaken where the relevant clinical criteria are met, and funding has been agreed through GICB’s PA process. If PA has not been given the procedure should not be undertaken. On any occasion where a provider undertakes PA activity where PA has not been provided by GICB, that provider will not be paid for the associated activity. If a provider receives a referral for a PA procedure that does not include evidence of GICB prior approval the provider may reject that referral, or may submit a PA request to GICB, but may not undertake the procedure until GICB authorisation has been received (see Prior Approval and Criteria Based Access procedure for further details and exceptions).

Criteria Based Access (CBA)

Treatments identified as having CBA will not be funded unless the patient meets certain pre-defined clinical criteria. Where reviewing clinicians can evidence that the patient meets the CBA criteria the patient can proceed for treatment without any requirement for GICB funding approval. If the patient does not meet the criteria for funded treatment, then a request could be made for funding through the IFR process, but only if there is clear evidence that the patient’s clinical circumstances or condition are exceptional.
Assessment of the patient against the relevant CBA criteria can be made at any point in the patient pathway prior to treatment but should be undertaken at the earliest possible stage in the pathway once the need for a CBA procedure has been identified. This means that assessment against the CBA criteria will usually be made by the referrer prior to referral but may also be made by the secondary care clinician following triage or initial assessment in secondary care.

All providers of NHS care also have a responsibility for ensuring that CBA procedures are only undertaken where the relevant clinical criteria are met. On any occasion where a provider undertakes CBA activity where the patient does not meet the relevant criteria, that provider will not be paid for the associated activity. If a provider receives a referral for a CBA procedure that does not include evidence to demonstrate that the patient meets the necessary criteria the provider should not undertake the procedure until the provider is assured that the patient meets the necessary criteria and may reject the referral if appropriate.

	Specialty
	Policy Category
	Who usually applies for funding?
	Treatment
	Application Form

	Aesthetic Surgery
	CBA+PA
	GP
	Abdominoplasty and apronectomy
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Blepharoplasty
	Prior Approval Form

	
	INNF
	GP
	Body contouring procedures
	IFR Form

	
	CBA: CBA+PA; INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Breast Procedures
	N/A    

Prior Approval Form

IFR Form                                     

	
	INNF
	GP
	Cosmetic surgery – general principles
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP
	Cosmetic Skin and Subcutaneous procedures
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Facial procedures
	IFR Form

	
	CBA+PA
	GP
	Lipomata – surgical removal
	Prior Approval Form

	
	INNF & CBA+PA
	GP
	Removal of benign skin lesions
	IFR Form/Prior Approval Form

	

	Dermatology
	INNF
	Consultant/GP
	Acne – Pulse-dye laser treatment
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Skilarence (dimethyl fumarate) for the treatment of Moderate Psoriasis
	Not applicable

	

	Ear, Nose and Throat
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Ear wax removal via microsuction
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable`
	Grommet insertion in children
	Not applicable

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Surgical intervention for snoring
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Tongue tie surgery
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Tonsillectomy
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Voice box surgery
	Not applicable

	

	Fertility
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Assisted conception treatment
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Female Sterilisation  
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Fertility Preservation
	Not applicable

	
	Pre-implantation genetic diagnosis
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	INNF
	GP
	Sterilisation reversal
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Surrogacy
	IFR Form

	

	General Surgery
	CBA+PA
	GP
	Anal skin tags
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Haemorrhoid management
	Not applicable

	
	CBA + PA
	GP/Consultant
	Hernia management & repair in adults 
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Varicose Veins
	Not applicable

	

	Gynaecology
	INNF
	GP
	Dilation and Curettage in Women with Menorrhagia
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hysterectomy for heavy menstrual bleeding
	Not applicable

	

	Ophthalmology
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Bevacizumab (Avastin) for choroidal neovascularisation
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Bevacizumab (Avastin) for Wet AMD
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Bevacizumab for iris rubeosis and rubeotic/neovascular glaucoma
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Bevacizumab for neovascular glaucoma
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Cataract surgery
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	Consultant/GP
	Minor eyelid surgery
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Surgical correction or therapeutic intervention to correct Strabismus in Adults
	Not Applicable

	

	Orthodontics, Oral Surgery, Oral and Maxillofacial surgery
	Apicectomy
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	Orthodontics
	

	
	Osseointegrated implants
	

	
	Temporo Mandibular Joint
	

	
	TMJ replacements
	

	
	Wisdom teeth removal
	

	Orthopaedics
	Autologous cartilage transplantation in knee joints
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Arthroscopic Knee Surgery
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	DEXA scanning
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Discectomy for lumbar back pain
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Dupuytrens
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Elective hip replacement surgery
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Ganglia – surgical removal to all body parts
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hip Arthroscopy
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hip impingement surgery
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hip resurfacing 
	Not applicable

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Hyalurons, Hyaluronic Acid or Viscosupplementation
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable

	Management of non-specific lumbar back pain &/or radicular pain (sciatica) in patients over 16 years of age
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Non-specific low back pain
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Surgical Foot Procedures
	Prior Approval Form

	
	CBA 
	Not applicable
	Surgical removal of rheumatoid nodules
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Total knee replacement
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Trigger Finger
	Prior Approval Form

	

	Urology
	Sacral Nerve Stimulation
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	Cryoablation of renal mass
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Circumcision
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hydroceles
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Surgical intervention for benign prostatic hyperplasia
	Not applicable

	

	Other
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Bobath therapy
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Botulinum toxin for the treatment of chronic anal fissure
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	GP/Consultant
	Botulinum toxin for axillary hyperhidrosis
	Prior Approval Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Complementary Therapies
	IFR Form

	
	Complex and Specialised Obesity Surgery
	Not applicable

Commissioning responsibility transferred back to CCG from NHSE.  Currently works to NHSE policy.

	
	CBA
	Not applicable 
	Continuous Glucose Monitoring 
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Cough Assist Device
	Not applicable

	
	Diaminopyrdine (Firdapse) for the treatment of myasthenic syndrome and congenital myasthenia syndromes

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Amifampridine-phosphate-for-the-treatment-of-Lambert-Easton-myasthenic-syndrome.pdf
	Commissioning responsibility sits with NHS England as treatment for myasthenic syndrome falls under the specialised commissioning remit. NHSE have their own policy position (not routinely commissioned)

	
	CBA/INNF
	Consultant
	Functional electrical stimulation for drop foot
	IFR Form

	
	Gastric pacemaker
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	INNF
	GP
	Gluten Free Prescribing
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	Consultant
	High cost, non-NICE approved, Tariff excluded medicines
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Interventions that are not covered by an ICB commissioning policy that are not already well established and commonly provided on the NHS
	IFR Form

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Hybrid Closed Loop Technology
	Not applicable

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Lycra splinting for paediatric patients with cerebral palsy/movement disorders
	Not applicable

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Multiple chemical sensitivity
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	Myalgic encphalomyelitis or Chronic fatigue syndrome (ME CFS) residential treatment programmes
	IFR Form

	
	INNF
	GP/Consultant
	NICE ‘Do not do’  
	IFR Form

	
	Occipital nerve stimulation


	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	PET Scanning – computerised tomography


	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England

	
	CBA
	Not applicable
	Upright and Open MRI Scanners
	Not applicable

	
	CBA+PA
	Consultant
	Ventral Mesh Rectopexy & Stapled Transanal Rectal Resection (STaRR)
	Prior Approval Form

	
	Wheelchair (powered tilt in space) provision
	Commissioning responsibility lies with NHS England
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